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of men, and the heroic fortitude, patience, and zeal by which he triumphed
over the persecutions of almost the whole world confederated against him,
and of four emperors, Constantine, Constantius, Julian, and Valens, three
of whom employed wiles, stratagems, and hypocrisy, and sometimes open
force to destroy him; these, I say, and all other eminent virtues, have
rendered his name venerable in the church to the latest ages, which he
ceases not to instruct and edify by his writings.

The following jeast is celebrated on May 2 :
ST ATEANASIUS, Bishop of Alexandria, one of the four great doctors of the Greek Church.

MAY 3

THE DISCOVERY OF THE HOLY CROSS
(A.D. 326)

[From St Cyril of Jerusalem, cat. 10. St Paulinus, Ep. 31, p. 193. St Sulpicius Severus, St
Ambrose, St Chrysostom, Rufimis, Theodoret, Socrates, and Sozomen, See Tillemont,
t. vii. p. 6, on St Helena.]

GOD having restored peace to his church by exalting Constantine the
Great to the imperial throne, that pious prince, who had triumphed over
his enemies by the miraculous power of the Cross, was very desirous of
expressing his veneration for the holy places which had been honoured
and sanctified by the presence and sufferings of our blessed Redeemer on
earth. He accordingly came to a resolution to build a magnificent church
in the city of Jerusalem, as the place which had been most honoured by
the presence, the instructions and miracles of the Son of God. St Helena,
the emperor's mother, out of a desire of visiting the holy places there,
undertook a journey into Palestine in 326, though at that time near eighty
years of age; and on her arrival at Jerusalem was inspired with a great
desire to find the identical cross on which Christ had suffered for our
sins. But there was no mark or tradition, even amongst the Christians,
where it lay. The heathens, out of an aversion to Christianity, had done
what they could to conceal the place where our Saviour was buried. They
had heaped upon it a great quantity of stones and rubbish, besides building
a temple to Venus, that those who came hither to adore him might seem
to pay their worship to a marble idol representing this false deity. They
had, moreover, erected a statue of Jupiter in the place where our Saviour
rose from the dead, as we are informed by St Jerom; which figure con-
tinued there from the Emperor Adrian's time to Constantine's; which
precautions of the persecutors show the veneration which Christians paid
from the beginning to the instruments of our Redemption. Helena,
being willing to spare no pains to compass her pious design, consulted
all people at Jerusalem and near it whom she thought likely to assist